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Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Godly traditions and practices are wonderful gifts. They give order and structure to 

our worship and to much of life in general. And more often than not, such traditions 

reflect the beauty and strength of God’s love and common grace. Consider, for 

example, our church’s music and song. We almost always have an organist that plays 

throughout the service. And we sing hymns and large portions of our liturgy, our order 

of service. Sacred music and song are truly godly traditions that we ought to protect, 

support, and encourage.  

 

This morning, I want to give some attention to the question of why we sing and make 

music in church. Let me state here at the beginning where I’m coming from. Sacred 

music and song are not nice options we can take or leave. The Bible describes and 

commands that music and song fill our worship. The traditional name given to this 

Sunday, the Fifth Sunday of Easter, is Cantate which is a Latin imperative that means 

“sing.” Today is the singing Sunday. Cantate comes from the opening words of Psalm 

98. Please grab your hymnal and turn to Psalm 98 in the front.  

 
1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right 

hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  
2The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the 

sight of the nations.  
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All 

the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  
4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and 

sing praises!  
5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody!  
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the 

LORD!  
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!  
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8Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 9before the LORD, 

for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and 

the peoples with equity.  

 

I want to make some comments about this psalm and how it informs our worship. The 

psalmist begins with a command for God’s people to sing unto the Lord a new song 

(vs. 1). It needs to be restated again, especially in light of some of the struggles the 

Church has had to face in light of the pandemic, that singing in Christian worship is 

not an option. Prudential judgment must certainly be exercised in such rare situations. 

But the idea that Christians must silence their music indefinitely, until further notice, 

is simply a violation of God’s Word that Christians cannot obey. To silence the 

Church’s song is but one way to silence God’s Word and Christ’s precious gospel. 

But what is of greater concern, and I think more applicable to our ordinary lives rather 

than the extraordinary circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic, is that it’s easy to let 

singing and music fall into neglect. There is a tendency in our day and age to leave the 

music to the professionals, to the music lovers. The rest of us are relegated to mere 

consumers of music but not active participants. Let those with training, skill, and love 

for music take care of the singing and music making in worship.  

 

Dear saints of God, the Lord God doesn’t give us that option. All of us are to sing 

unto the Lord the new song of salvation. For all of us are participants in the salvation 

which Christ has brought to the world. We sing because Christ Jesus was born of the 

Virgin Mary, preached the Gospel to the world, and healed the sick and raised the 

dead. The Church composes hymns and music because Jesus died to atone for the sins 

of the world and rose again triumphantly to destroy the hideous, ugly works of Satan 

and death. We Christians sing together with the great chorus of believers past, present, 

and future who confess with the prophet Isaiah, “Behold, God is my salvation; I will 

trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has 

become my salvation” (Is. 12:2). The new song of salvation is the on-going song 

about Jesus and His universal work of saving every man, woman, and children from 

every nation of the world. Stanzas 2–3:  

 
2The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the 

sight of the nations.  
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All 

the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
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We see already in these first few verses the “command” to sing but also the “rational 

or the why” we sing. We sing because of what Jesus has done for us. It’s as simple 

and as glorious as that! Jesus has made known the salvation He won for the world 

when He was lifted up on the cross for the sins of the world. In John’s gospel, we 

learn that Jesus said, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 

to myself” (John 12:32). The cross of the Jesus is the salvation of the world. All the 

ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God in the crucifixion and resurrection 

of Jesus. The Church’s ministry is to proclaim this great work of salvation. Through 

preaching, the instruction of the young and old, through witnessing and mission work. 

And yes, through songs, hymns, and spiritual songs. The apostle Paul, in Colossians 

3:16, directs the church, the assembly of believers gathered around God’s Word and 

Sacraments, to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

 

Our congregations have spent enormous resources for music and song in the purchase 

of hymnals, organs, pianos, (hand chimes), worship bulletins, etc. Through these 

things, the precious Gospel of the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting are proclaimed in the world until Christ comes again. The 

apostle Peter describes your priesthood with these glorious words, “But you are a 

chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 

you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9). You, dear saints and priest of the Lord, proclaim 

through your day to day lives of faithfulness, through your love for one another, and 

through your worship and song, the excellencies of Christ Jesus. For He called all of 

you out of the ugly darkness of sin, unbelief, and death into His glorious light! 

Singing the gospel is part and parcel of your royal priesthood.   

 

The months of May and June are times in which we remember and give thanks for 

mothers and fathers. That is another good, beautiful tradition. One thing mothers and 

fathers can do to fulfill their godly vocations as parents is to have your children 

memorize Scripture and hymns. Children can learn them so quickly. It’s astounding. 

Another thing we can all do in fulfillment of our vocation as God’s priesthood is to 

sing in Church. The witness we give through our singing, or lack of singing(!), is quite 

powerful. Our singing encourages one another. And believe me, I hear people talk 

about the joy of attending services in which people sing. And the uneasiness of 

worship services where little singing is heard. Don’t worry about whether or not you 

sing on pitch. Or whether or not it sounds good. Your song is glorious and beautiful. 
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For God Himself created you to sing His praises. Don’t let the devil or your sinful 

flesh, silence the glorious beauty of the gospel proclaimed through your voice.   

 

Psalm 98 describes and commands songs be sung with the human voice. It’s an 

obvious point but one we ought not overlook. But more often than not, the human 

voice is accompanied with instruments.   

 
4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and 

sing praises!  
5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody!  
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the 

LORD! 

 

Other psalms will expand this list of instruments (i.e., Ps. 150). Thus, the Church has 

always, from the earliest days, used many, many instruments in singing about Jesus 

and His Gospel. The organ has become the backbone of the Church’s music because it 

offers the greatest flexibility and variety of sounds. But the Church has always sought 

to incorporate the unique sounds and qualities of the great variety of instruments. 

Voice and instruments go together in the new song of Christ’s salvation.  

 

Finally, one last, but important, observation from Psalm 98. It’s not just the music we 

human beings make that offers beautiful worship to God, but all creation!  

 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!  
8Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 9before the LORD, 

for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and 

the peoples with equity. 

 

Throughout the psalms, we hear composers invoking all creation to join the song of 

praise and redemption. The seas, the hills, the stars and the heavens, the wind and 

rain. And yes, the animal kingdom. Psalm 150:6 says, “Let everything that has breath 

praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.” Those are fitting words that bring the inspired hymn 

book of the Bible to a close. Everything that has the breath of life is to use it in 

declaring the Lord’s praises. Each according to its unique nature and character.  

 

And wonder of wonders, the reason why creation praises God is that the Lord is 

coming again! The entire universe is moving forward eagerly awaiting the final day of 

judgment. The apostle Paul made a similar comment in Romans 8:19–21:   
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19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20For the creation was subjected to futility … in hope 21that the creation itself will 

be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of 

the children of God. 

 

Creation is awaiting with eager longing our redemption on the Last Day! It awaits the 

return of Jesus and our resurrection from the dead. When you hear the sound of the 

wind, the rustling of leaves, the distinctive sound of animals, the flow of water, the 

sound of children at play, on and on we could go, know that creation is filling the 

world with the sounds of eager longing for the Last Day. The Church’s music and 

song joins this might chorus as we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus. Amen” (Rev. 22:20). 

 

By the grace of the Holy Spirit, may your mind, heart, soul, and voice be filled with 

glorious praises of Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior.  

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Now the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 


